
Pictured above:
Big Brother Peter and Little Brother Bryson; matched nearly 4 years

 
  BIG NEWS:  SEPTEMBER 2022  

 
 

  CORPORATE BIG PARTNER HIGHLIGHT: MERRILL
LYNCH - THE HARTY CARPENTER GROUP

 

 
  Hodges Harty began volunteering at Big Brothers Big

Sisters in 2014 when he was matched with a Little
from Prichard Preparatory named DeAndre. They
loved playing football together and Hodges helped him
with classwork. Several other coworkers from Merrill
Lynch were matched along with Hodges and
they made visiting their Littles at Prichard Prep each week a group event.  In
late 2016, Hodges relocated to Merrill Lynch's Fairhope location but before
changing offices, Hodges made certain his Little DeAndre was matched with
one of his fantastic coworkers at Merrill Lynch.  Once settled in
Fairhope,  Hodges was matched with a new Little Brother, Logan, in 2017.

As a professional, Hodges holds the title of Senior Vice President and is the
founding member of Merrill Lynch - The Harty Carpenter Group. Giving back to
the community is not only important to him personally, but he has also
incorporated stewardship into the culture of his office at Merrill Lynch. The
ability to balance work, family, recreation, and volunteerism is something
Hodges has modeled personally and professionally throughout his career. 

 

  For this three time Big Brother, to be a positive male
role model in a child’s life has been a top priority for
Hodges. He enjoys encouraging athleticism,
academics, and uses his gifts to teach his Little
appropriate social skills and etiquette. Recently, his
third Little Brother, Braxton, said he enjoys spending
time with Hodges because he is so much fun to be
around. They are both looking forward to having a
great year and have set goals to work toward! 

 

  While Hodges and Braxton are still a new match and
are getting to know each other, their friendship is
important to them both. They enjoy spending time
together and make it a priority to focus on quality
time each week. Hodges makes each visit count by
finding out what Braxton’s interests are and allowing
him to decide what they should do together. Whether
he is having a good or bad day, Braxton knows
Hodges will be there for him, show him kindness, and
support. 

 

  As you can see, our Corporate Partners are the lifeblood of our School-Based
Program. With leaders like Hodges, we are able to make an impact in the lives
of the children we serve and their families throughout South Alabama! Join us
and Hodges as a Corporate Partner to “Walk the walk and talk the talk” today!

To learn more about our elite Corporate Big Program that Merrill Lynch is a proud member

of, please visit www.bbbssa.org.

DO YOU THINK YOUR COMPANY  WOULD BE A GOOD FIT? The Corporate Big

Program is a flexible School-based mentoring opportunity that measurably impacts the

lives of the children we serve but also your company culture and the lives of our mentors,

your employees. We pair each company with their own school in close proximity and the

company allows those who want to participate and who qualify to leave work one hour a

week for the duration of the school year to meet with their mentee at school, during school

hours.  Research shows employees-even those that don’t volunteer-feel greater pride and

loyalty toward an employer that supports a respected cause like Big Brothers Big Sisters

and encourages employees to get involved. If you think this flexible  volunteer opportunity

that has a measurable impact would be a great fit for your company, visit our website to

see a list of our current outstanding Corporate Big partners and call or email Aimee at

251-454-2233 or aimee@bbbssa.org for more information.

 

 
 

 
  SPECIAL THANKS  

 
 

  The Mobile Bar Association has been a

faithful partner of ours for over a decade,

and we are so grateful to the Young Lawyers

for selecting us as the beneficiary of their

charity golf tournament this year. We also

want to give a special shout out to this year’s

president of the Young Lawyers Association,

Johana Gerheim, who chose us as the

beneficiaries of this year’s event. Johana is

an amazing, dedicated Big Sister to two of

our Little Sisters through our partnership with

the Mobile District Attorney’s Office. Thank

you Young Lawyers for helping us ignite the

power of potential of our youth!

 

 
 

 
  We want to extend a big thank you to our

long time partner, Baldwin EMC, for

awarding us a grant through their Operation

Round Up. The funding we received will

allow us to serve more children in the

Baldwin County Public School system by

supporting our volunteer recruitment efforts

in Baldwin County which include recruitment,

screening, and training costs. We are so

grateful to have supporters like Baldwin

EMC. Together, we are defenders of

potential!

 

 
 

 
  JOIN THE BIG GIVE TODAY

Big Brothers Big Sisters Month

(#BBBSMonth) is an annual month-long

celebration of the history, impact, and future

of our organization. During #BBBSMonth, we

are calling on all Bigs to support (or renew

your support) through The BIG Give! Support

your match and the 80 additional Littles

waiting to be matched with a caring, adult

mentor this year. Watch for more details later

this month, or join today by clicking the

button below.

 

 

JOIN TODAY
 

 
  Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Alabama is

bringing back a project that promotes

gratitude by performing simple acts of

kindness in the community—

#LittleActsBigKindness. Our hope for this

project is to benefit our matches by giving

our Bigs the means to discuss gratitude with

their Littles and how it positively affects

people in their everyday lives. Most

importantly, it teaches our Littles how to be

kind to others and to be grateful for whatever

they have. This ongoing activity is also a great way to show them what it means to do

something thoughtful and unexpected for someone they know or a complete stranger out

of the kindness of their hearts. The reward is the feeling of seeing a smile on someone’s

face because maybe, you gave someone the courage to keep going.  We are in the

progress of rebranding our LABK Kits and should have kits to hand out this month. 

Please check out our monthly activity flier located in our School-based section for ideas to

complete with your Little.

 

 
 

 
 

PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS
The Pathways to Success Program

sponsored by The Joseph Treadwell

Charitable Foundation is for ALL School and

Community-based Littles in 9th-12th grade,

their Bigs, and Parent/Guardians! The

program is designed to help our Littles

navigate the steps they need to take to get

through high school and be college, career,

and life ready. This program is part of our Big

Futures initiative to ignite and empower our

high school youth on an individualized path

to success. To learn more, message Kelly at kelly@bbbssa.org.

IMPORTANT DATES:
Tuesday, September 20 - College Readiness Seminar (9th–12th Grade Littles,

Parents/Guardians, Bigs) hosted by Dr.Wycondia West, @ 6:00 pm. on Zoom, RSVP to

kelly@bbbssa.org to get the zoom link!

Monday, October 10 - College Tour to USA, Bishop State, & Coastal Alabama

Community College, 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM (9th–12th Grade Littles, Parents/Guardians,

Bigs), RSVP to kelly@bbbssa.org to secure your seat!

November 2022 - Financial Aid 101, Time and Date TBD, RSVP to kelly@bbbssa.org to

get the zoom link!

December 2022 - Completing the FASFA, Time and Date TBD, RSVP to

kelly@bbbssa.org to get the zoom link!

Saturday, January 21 - ACT Prep Bootcamp (9th–12th Grade Littles) hosted by

Dr.Wycondia West, 9:00am-1:00pm at the BBBS Office, RSVP to kelly@bbbssa.org to

secure your seat!

March 2023 - Trade & Technical Careers and/or Military panel, Time and Date TBD,

RSVP to kelly@bbbssa.org to get the zoom link!

April 2023 - Job Readiness Training, Time and Date TBD, RSVP to kelly@bbbssa.org to

get the zoom link!

May 2023 - End of the Year Celebration, Time and Date TBD, RSVP to kelly@bbbssa.org

to get the zoom link!

 

 
 

 
  DON'T DELAY, FREE INTERNET AVAILABLE  

 
 

 

T-Mobile launched Project 10 Million as a commitment to close the homework gap. They

have partnered with Big Brothers Big Sisters to provide students up to 12th grade with

FREE internet through FREE mobile hotspots with 100MB of internet per year for 5 years. 

To take advantage of the offer, contact Kelly at 251-294-6169. Big Brothers Big Sisters

will provide you with a verification letter. You will then go to a designated web site, load a

picture of the letter on the site, enter in your email and address, child's student ID number,

the school district name, and submit. There is no charge to the family. There is no

obligation from the family once they receive the device. We hope our families can utilize

this gift and the 100MB of data to support our Littles learning and access to resources

online.

 

 
 

 

  2022 SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE!
Please reach out to us for
information for our exclusive 250
Club event that will be held
September 29th, our annual BIG
Event in November, and our King
Cake-Off in January 2023! Visit our
website, or
contact Aimee at aimee@bbbssa.or
g
or 251.454.2233.

 

 

 
  Reconnecting with your Little! We hope you have enjoyed seeing all of the

School-based Reconnection photos that have been posted on social media the
last couple weeks and are still making reconnections.  Through the
reconnections, we want to make sure everyone gets acclimated to their
schools, sets annual goals, and our Littles take home our Back To School
news that includes opportunities for parents to get free Wi-Fi hot spots and an
opportunity to update their contact information so they can get updates when
we have new resources to share. Please reach out to your Match Specialist or
Kelly at kelly@bbbssa.org if you have any questions.  If you are in the
Community-based program and would like to be able to see your Little at
school, please reach out to kelly@bbbssa.org so she can facilitate
getting connected.  

Monthly Activities for you and your Little!  As we get back in the groove
of seeing our Littles weekly, staff thought it would be a great idea to offer
monthly activities that include conversations starters, jokes of the week, ideas
for Little Acts Big Kindness, games, and much more. Thanks to Gale for
putting it all together!  Click here to for the Monthly Activities!

 

 

 
  October 14, 2022

LODA Art Walk
Time 6:00pm-7:00pm
Join us at the BBBSSA Office for
refreshments and an opportunity to
meet other matches.  Then enjoy
the rest of the evening exploring the
downtown Mobile area with your
Little.
RSVP to beth@bbbssa.org

 

 

 

September 24, 2022
USA Football vs. LaTech
6 PM Kickoff
Hancock Whitney Stadium
RSVP to beth@bbbssa.org

October 8, 2022
Round But Square Studios
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm
Matches will be able to create a
painting to take home and create a
"Thank You" for BBBS
Supporters. We are limited to
include 12 matches. Please RSVP
to Beth at beth@bbbssa.org for the
activity.

 

 
  October 30, 2022

Greater Gulf State Fair
Time: 11:30 am
(Attendees must be on time to gain
access to the fair.) 
Where: The Grounds
Matches will gain free entrance into
the fair and all rides. There are a
limited number of tickets. Please
RSVP to Kelly Qualls
at kelly@bbbssa.org as soon as
possible to claim your tickets.

 

 
 

 

 
Upcoming Community Events

 

 
 

TAKE THE "COUNT ME LITTER FREE" PLEDGE
In 2020, the City of Mobile was awarded a Trash-Free Waters grant from the EPA and

Mobile Baykeeper is working with the City on the program. One of the goals of the

campaign is to draw attention to the fact that litter on the ground often finds its way into

our waterways and becomes fish food. And then we eat the fish. It’s a vicious cycle we

need to break. 

 

Join Big Brother Carl and Mobile Baykeeper in taking the pledge to keep litter
off our streets and out of our watershed by clicking on the “COUNT ME
LITTER FREE” link below and entering your name and e-mail address. Mobile
Baykeeper will keep you updated with clean up events, water quality, social
events, and more. 

 

 

COUNT ME LITTER FREE
 

 
  VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

We have a new volunteer opportunity for Bigs who are
interested in speaking to a group of students attending
Pathways, which is the alternative school for K-5
located at one of our partnering schools, Florence
Howard Elementary School. They are seeking
volunteers to come and speak one time to a small

group of students with the goal to connect social-emotionally with the students
while introducing them to your profession or even a hobby. The students at this
school are placed at Pathways for an average of 45 days.  We're looking for
volunteers to take a group approach with the students. If you are interested in
volunteering, please contact Kelly at kelly@bbbssa.org and she will get you
connected to the school point of contact who will provide more details about
the opportunity.

 

 
 

 
  MOVIES IN THE PARK

We are proud to partner with Movies In The Park put on by the City of Mobile Parks and

Recreation.  Our movie will be October 20th 6:00pm at Detonti Park featuring The

Princess and the Frog.  For more information, visit www.mobileparksandrec.org.

 

 
 

 
 

The National Children's Advocacy Center is offering Virtual Stewards of Children training

to any Alabama adult who cares about the safety of children.  Stewards of Children is an

evidence-informed training that helps adults prevent, recognize, and react responsibly to

child sexual abuse. Watch a 2-minute sample from the training video here. A certificate of

completion is provided to each participant who attends the entire training.  

Please feel free to register for one of the following virtual training dates or contact 

Catherine De Canal at 256-327-3867 if you have any questions.  

September 15, 2022
1:00pm – 3:30pm

To register for this date, click here: 

http://support.d2l.org/site/TR?fr_id=25081

Use the code VIRTUAL10 to access the training at no cost. 

September 20, 2022
1:00pm – 3:30pm

To register for this date, click here:

http://support.d2l.org/site/TR?fr_id=24863

Use the code VIRTUAL10 to access the training at no cost.

 

 
 

 
  It is our hope that these resources will

help us to disarm racism and
preconceived stereotypes at all levels.
Click here to download our resource
guide. Also, we regularly share JEDI
specific training opportunities so please
be on the lookout.

 

 

 
  Altapointe's team of trained counselors

can help you understand what you are
experiencing, provide needed support,
and identify community resources that
can be of assistance – all at no cost to
you or a family member. More
information here.

 

 

 
  During the month of September,

our office hours are Mon.-Thurs. from
9-4pm. Our team members work remotely
on Fridays and are available for
appointments outside office hours. Please
feel free to reach out to any of our team
members should you need to come to our
office. Please click here to view our staff
contact information.

 

 
 

 
  SEPTEMBER MATCH ANNIVERSARIES

Congratulations on anniversaries from one year to six!  Thank you to our local
foundations, corporations, and individual donors who make our life-changing, entirely

donor-supported friendships possible.

 

 
 

  Big Thomas & Little Dylan, 6 years
Big Sam & Little Antonio, 5 years
Big Aren & Little Ava, 5 years
Big Ellis & Little Braylen, 4 years
Big Mona & Little Kaleah, 4 years
Big Kimberlyn & Little Laylah, 4
years

 

 

 
  Big Johna & Little Lynnlee, 4 years

Big Jessica & Little Aubrie, 3 years
Big Jacob & Little AJ, 2 years
Big Samantha & Little Janiah, 2
years
Big Beth & Little Kendra, 1 year
Big Christopher & Little Cameron, 1
year

 

 
 

 
  WAYS TO SUPPORT BBBS

In addition to supporting our special events, other ways include:
1. Create a Facebook Fundraiser on your personal page in honor of your birthday, holiday

or any other celebration!

2. Add Big Brothers Big Sisters of America to your wedding registry at theknot.com.

3. Sign up for monthly giving online using the link below.

4. Give in honor of someone for all special occasions: birthdays,
anniversaries, graduations, etc.
5. Make a difference with your Amazon purchases at no cost to you! Shop here to

generate donations for Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Alabama. With every eligible

purchase, Amazon Smile donates 0.5% to Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Alabama--

same products, same prices, no cost to you.

 

 
 

 

 
  LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Remember, if you and your Little do something great, share it with us on Facebook,
Twitter or Instagram! We love seeing all the fun you are having together.

 

 

         
 

 
  Our mission is to create and support one-to-one mentoring relationships that ignite the

power and promise of youth.
 

 
 

 
  We are still receiving mail at the address below:

Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Alabama
3 S Royal St, Suite 300

Mobile, AL 36602
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mailto:beth@bbbssa.org
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mailto:kelly@bbbssa.org
http://www.mobileparksandrec.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AOd0b7S4p6o
http://support.d2l.org/site/TR?fr_id=25081
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https://d1a8dioxuajlzs.cloudfront.net/accounts/11762/original/ALP-9016_Flyer_-_AL_Program_-_Individuals_%28004%29_%281%29.pdf?1611867201
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