Pictured above:
Big Brother Talge and Little Brother Cameron

BIG NEWS: August 2022
CORPORATE BIG PARTNER HIGHLIGHT: WARD FAULK, III - HILLER
SYSTEMS
“I feel safe with my Big…He makes me feel
good.” These are the words of a happy Little
who was giving an assessment of his Big
Brother back in 2019. When you hear words
like this from the honesty of a child, you
know they are being positively impacted by
the friendship they share with their mentor.
This particular mentor happens to be Ward
Faulk, III, Marine Project Manager with Hiller
Systems, husband, father, scout leader, Leviticus’s proud Big Brother, and so much more.

Even though Ward is a faithful steward in his
career at Hiller, he has committed his life to
the ministry of helping young people achieve
their

goals

through

hard

work,

good

character, and a great attitude. Whether he
is with the scouts, his church’s youth, or his
Little, he is dedicated to the point of pushing beyond excuses that hinder his dedication to
mentoring the next generation. Recently, Ward said,
“In today’s world, talk is not only cheap, it is a bad example. WE are not only making a
difference by being a BIG, but we are also setting an example for others to ‘take action’
not just talk and accept problems in the world. WE are helping raise the bar and work
toward making things better. I love spending time with my Little. He is not only just fun to
be around, but he helps me see there is some hope that things will keep getting better in
the world.”

And that is his heart. Even during the school
closures

related

constantly

to

reached

COVID-19,
out

to

his

Ward
match

specialist about ways he could stay close to
Leviticus. Whether he was sending books,
letters, or arranging video chats, Ward was
intentional

about

keeping

Leviticus

encouraged and connected during that time. And Leviticus and his grandmother were very
grateful.

Ward’s

impact

has

been

measurable.

Leviticus’ reading grades and vocabulary
have improved, and Leviticus has become
more sociable with others. Their bond has
become closer as well. After years in the
School-based program, Leviticus and Ward
transitioned

to

the

Community-based

program in September 2021. Both Ward and
Leviticus are two happy campers.
Ward is a beautiful reminder of what it
means to Defend Potential of our local youth.
And we are thankful to Ward, our other Hiller
Bigs, and Hiller Systems who has been a
long

time

Corporate

Big

partner

for

supporting our mission through volunteerism,
peer-to- peer recruitment, and financial contributions. We are able to do what we do, ignite
the power and promise of youth, because of you.

To learn more about our elite Corporate Big Program that Hiller Systems is a proud
member of, please visit www.bbbssa.org.
DO YOU THINK YOUR COMPANY

WOULD BE A GOOD FIT? The Corporate Big

Program is a flexible School-based mentoring opportunity that measurably impacts the
lives of the children we serve but also your company culture and the lives of our mentors,
your employees. We pair each company with their own school in close proximity and the
company allows those who want to participate and who qualify to leave work one hour a
week for the duration of the school year to meet with their mentee at school, during school
hours. Research shows employees-even those that don’t volunteer-feel greater pride and
loyalty toward an employer that supports a respected cause like Big Brothers Big Sisters
and encourages employees to get involved. If you think this flexible volunteer opportunity
that has a measurable impact would be a great fit for your company, visit our website to
see a list of our current outstanding Corporate Big partners and call or email Aimee at
251-454-2233 or aimee@bbbssa.org for more information.

"A single act of kindness throws out roots in
all directions, and the roots spring up and
make new trees." - Amelia Earhart
Little Acts Big Kindness is an initiative that
our agency has had for many years, and we
feel now is a good time to bring it back to the
top. The goal is to encourage our Matches to have conversations about kindness and how
small acts can go a long way to impact and make a positive difference in a person's day or
even their life. It's really for anyone and everyone. Our mission lives in a space where
each and every day, intentional acts of kindness change lives. Today, we want to
encourage you to post and share your #LittleActsBigKindness with us so that we can also
share these little uplifting moments of joy with others in our network.

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH

We had so much fun at our annual Back To School Bash! It was great to see everyone
who came out - Bigs, Littles, and parents. We want to thank all those that helped make
this event a success, especially Frios for donating popsicles for the event and Infirmary
Health Sports Medicine group and Gulf Orthopaedics who provided free physicals to our
7th-12th graders. We also want to send a big thank you to Warren Averett, Uniti Fiber,
Order of Polka Dots, and Hix Snedeker Companies who donated school supplies and
backpacks for our Littles. THANK YOU for igniting the power of their potential!

PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS
The Pathways to Success Program
sponsored by The Joseph Treadwell
Charitable Foundation is for ALL
School and Community-based Littles in
9th-12th grade, their Bigs, and
Parent/Guardians! The program is
designed to help our Littles navigate
the steps they need to take to get
through high school and be college,
career, and life ready. This program is
part of our Big Futures initiative to
ignite and empower our high school youth on an individualized path to
success. To learn more, message Kelly at kelly@bbbssa.org.
IMPORTANT DATES:
Tuesday, August 30 - Pathway to Success “Kick-Off” (9th–12th Grade Littles,
Parents/Guardians, Bigs) 6:30 pm on Zoom, RSVP to kelly@bbbssa.org to get
the zoom link!
Tuesday, September 20 - College Readiness Seminar (9th–12th Grade
Littles, Parents/Guardians, Bigs) hosted by Dr.Wycondia West, @ 6:00 pm. on
Zoom, RSVP to kelly@bbbssa.org to get the zoom link!
Monday, October 10 - College Tour to USA, Bishop State, & Coastal Alabama
Community College, 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM (9th–12th Grade Littles,
Parents/Guardians, Bigs), RSVP to kelly@bbbssa.org to secure your seat!
November 2022 - Financial Aid 101, Time and Date TBD, RSVP to
kelly@bbbssa.org to get the zoom link!
December 2022 - Completing the FASFA, Time and Date TBD, RSVP to
kelly@bbbssa.org to get the zoom link!
Saturday, January 21 - ACT Prep Bootcamp (9th–12th Grade Littles) hosted
by Dr.Wycondia West, 9:00am-1:00pm at the BBBS Office, RSVP to
kelly@bbbssa.org to secure your seat!
March 2023 - Trade & Technical Careers and/or Military panel, Time and Date
TBD, RSVP to kelly@bbbssa.org to get the zoom link!
April 2023 - Job Readiness Training, Time and Date TBD, RSVP to
kelly@bbbssa.org to get the zoom link!
May 2023 - End of the Year Celebration, Time and Date TBD, RSVP to
kelly@bbbssa.org to get the zoom link!

KIDS BACK-TO-SCHOOL SHOE DESIGN CONTEST
Help Merrell design a shoe that is made for kids, using bold bright colors, with the purpose
of getting more kids outside! The contest is open to children nationwide 11 years old or
younger. For every entry, Merrell will donate $1 in support of Big Brothers Big Sisters
of America.
Winners will be selected by Merrell and provided with a $3,000 outdoor camp scholarship
for summer 2023. Once a winner is selected, Merrell legal and product develop teams will
work out any design specifics directly with the winner.
To view more details, scan the QR code above or click here. Submissions are
due Wednesday, August 31 and contestants must be in the U.S. only.

Exclusive: Get Outdoors With 40% off Merrell Apparel
Enjoy an exclusive 40% off discount at Merrell today through Wednesday, August 31! A
special gift for Big Brothers Big Sisters friends, teachers, students, and parents as they
step into the new year. Click here to start shopping!
Details: Get 40% off your order at merrell.com. To redeem, submit email and unique code is applied at
checkout. Not valid on Moab 3, ProDeal purchases, prior purchases, gift cards or e-cards or purchases
from retail stores or other websites. Cannot be combined with any other coupon or discount. Offer expires
8/31/2022 at 11:59 EST. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer may change at any time.

T-Mobile is offering free mobile hotspots with 100GB of internet per year for 5 years to Big
Brothers Big Sisters families that have students attending a Mobile County Public School
or a Monroeville School. If you would like to learn how to get the free mobile hotspot,
please contact Kelly at kelly@bbbssa.org for details.

Designed with Harvard experts, Girls With Impact is a unique program for
ALL young women ages 14 – 24, equipping them with entrepreneurship skills,
confidence and business knowledge that set them apart when it comes to their
future success and college resume. All BBBS Little Sisters can receive a
scholarship with code BIGSISTER. Click here to register now.
See more.

The National Children's Advocacy Center is offering Virtual Stewards of Children training
to any Alabama adult who cares about the safety of children. Stewards of Children is an
evidence-informed training that helps adults prevent, recognize, and react responsibly to
child sexual abuse. Watch a 2-minute sample from the training video here. A certificate of
completion is provided to each participant who attends the entire training.
Please feel free to register for one of the following virtual training dates or contact

Catherine De Canal at 256-327-3867 if you have any questions.
August 16, 2022
1:00pm – 3:30pm
To register for this date, click here:
http://support.d2l.org/site/TR?fr_id=24980
Use the code VIRTUAL10 to access the training at no cost.
August 23, 2022
1:00pm – 3:30pm
To register for this date, click here:
http://support.d2l.org/site/TR?fr_id=24862
Use the code VIRTUAL10 to access the training at no cost.
September 15, 2022
1:00pm – 3:30pm
To register for this date, click here:
http://support.d2l.org/site/TR?fr_id=25081
Use the code VIRTUAL10 to access the training at no cost.
September 20, 2022
1:00pm – 3:30pm
To register for this date, click here:
http://support.d2l.org/site/TR?fr_id=24863
Use the code VIRTUAL10 to access the training at no cost.

2022 SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE!
COMING SOON: information for our
exclusive 250 Club event that will
be held in September and our
annual BIG Event in
November. Visit our website, or
contact Aimee at aimee@bbbssa.or
g
or 251.454.2233.

First Day of School:
Fonde Elementary in MCPSS will start back July 25th.
Mobile County Schools first day back is August 4th
Monroe County schools first day back is August 5th.
Baldwin County schools first day back is August 10th.
Reconnecting with your Little once school starts: Bigs, we are diligently
working to identify where your Little will be attending school next year. We are
also in the process of setting reconnection party dates at our schools that have
3 or more Littles in attendance. We will share your schools Reconnection
Party date by August 5th. Attending the Reconnection Party is very
important. We acclimate you to the school if it is new, we provide times for
you to visit, we set goals for the new school year, and you get to catch up with
your little. A great time to celebrate and snap a reconnection picture. Our goal
is to get you reconnected with your Little by August 26th. The following
schools have secured their Reconnection Party Days and times:
George Hall Elementary, August 15th @ 9:00am
Monroeville Elementary, August 15th @ 10:00am
Fonde Elementary, August 15th @ 1:00pm
ER Dickson, August 18th @ 9:00am
Pillans Middle , August 18th @ 1:00pm
Gilliard Elementary, August 19th @ 9:00am
Dunbar Magnet, August 19th @ 1:00pm
Williamson Middle & High, August 23rd @ 1:00pm
WJ Carroll, August 24th @ 1:00pm
Bay Minette Elementary, August 26th @ 1:00pm
Your Match Specialist should reach out to you by Friday, August 5th to let you
know where we think your Little will be in attendance this year if they have not
already. If you are in the Community-based program and would like to be
able to see your Little at school, please reach out to kelly@bbbssa.org so
you are included on our school lists.

September 24, 2022
USA Football vs. LaTech
Time TBD
Hancock Whitney Stadium
RSVP to beth@bbbssa.org

October 14, 2022
LODA Art Walk
Time 6:00pm-7:00pm
Join us at the BBBSSA Office for
refreshments and an opportunity to
meet other matches. Then enjoy
the rest of the evening exploring the
downtown Mobile area with your
Little.
RSVP to beth@bbbssa.org

Upcoming Community Events
The 2022 Saenger Theatre Summer Classic
Movie Series is back! See classic, beloved
films on the big screen thanks to summer
movie series sponsors - Greer's
Markets; Roberts Brothers, Inc., Realtors;
and La Marca Prosecco! Tickets go on sale
Friday, June 3 at 10AM at the Saenger
Theatre and Mobile Civic Center box offices
ONLY! Please bring a donation of nonperishable household goods (soap,
detergent, cleaners, deodorant, etc.) to
benefit the Dumas Wesley Community
Center when you attend! Find the full
schedule of films at ASMGlobalMobile.com

We are proud to partner with Movies In The Park put on by the City of Mobile Parks and
Recreation. Our movie will be October 20th 6:00pm at Detonti Park featuring The
Princess and the Frog. For more information, visit www.mobileparksandrec.org.

Altapointe's team of trained
counselors can help you understand
what you are experiencing, provide
needed support, and identify
community resources that can be of
assistance – all at no cost to you or
a family member. More information
here.

It is our hope that these resources
will help us to disarm racism and
preconceived stereotypes at all
levels. Click here to download our
resource guide. Also, we regularly
share JEDI specific training
opportunities so please be on the
lookout.

During the month of August,
our office hours are Mon.-Thurs. from
9-4pm. Our team members work remotely
on Fridays and are available for
appointments outside office hours. Please
feel free to reach out to any of our team
members should you need to come to our
office. Please click here to view our staff
contact information.

AUGUST MATCH ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations on anniversaries from one year to three! Thank you to our local
foundations, corporations, and individual donors who make our life-changing, entirely
donor-supported friendships possible.

Little Desirea and Big Sandi, 3 years
Little Ashton and Big Zachary, 3
years

Little Lamaria and Big Jessica, 1
year
Little Malani and Big Alicia,1 year

THE OPPORTUNITY BEAN COFFEE

Have you tried our delicious coffee?
You can purchase it at the Royal
Pharmacy in downtown Mobile
or online. Online ordering is great if you
want it shipped to your home or to
send to a friend. If you would like the
option to pick it up from the office, you
can pay online and make
arrangements with Aimee to pick it up
by emailing her at aimee@bbbssa.org. It is offered in 16 oz. ground or whole
bean options for $16. You can read more about how the Opportunity Bean
creates possibilities for both our partner Costa Rican farmer, Geovanni, and his
family, and our agency's mission at www.opportunitybean.org.

WAYS TO SUPPORT BBBS
In addition to supporting our special events, other ways include:
1. Create a Facebook Fundraiser on your personal page in honor of your birthday,
holiday or any other celebration!
2. Add Big Brothers Big Sisters of America to your wedding registry at theknot.com.
3. Sign up for monthly giving online using the link below.

4. Give in honor of someone for all special occasions: birthdays,
anniversaries, graduations, etc.
5. Make a difference with your Amazon purchases at no cost to you! Shop here to
generate donations for Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Alabama. With every eligible
purchase, Amazon Smile donates 0.5% to Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Alabama-same products, same prices, no cost to you.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
Remember, if you and your Little do something great, share it with us on Facebook,
Twitter or Instagram! We love seeing all the fun you are having together.

Our mission is to create and support one-to-one mentoring relationships that ignite the
power and promise of youth.

We are still receiving mail at the address below:
Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Alabama
3 S Royal St, Suite 300
Mobile, AL 36602

