Pictured above:
Big Brother Jordan and Little Brother DeAngelo, matched nearly 3 years

BIG NEWS: July 2022

Corporate Big Partner Highlight: Hargrove Constructors + Engineers
What could be cooler than having a Big Brother who is super smart and shares
your love of sports? One who is committed to mentorship and spreading the
truth about making a positive impact. If you're looking for a gold standard in
mentoring, then look no further. Because Al Wiggins could be your poster-kid
for #GoalsinMENtoring.

Meet Al Wiggins- husband, father of 2,
Hargrove engineer, and Big Brother to
Kavion. Al came to us eager to give back
some of what had been poured into him as a
young man. He was grateful for the village of
positive male role models, like his dad, who
gave to him what so many of our youth today
need: hope and representation of what
success could look like. In June of 2019, Al
reached out to his coworker and fellow Big,
Jalisa - BBBS's Corporate Big liaison at
Hargrove, expressing a desire to volunteer.
And by fall, Al was matched and well on his way in this new journey. In the past two and a
half years, Al has not only become an amazing Big Brother but an advocate and
somewhat of a spokesman for our mission at Big Brothers Big Sisters.

Al began as an excited, bright-eyed, cleancut, man-about-the-business-of-mentoring
and he still is. Initially he was a little nervous
about how to keep Kavion interested, and he
wondered if he was doing enough. However,
Al was a quick learner and was great about
leaning on his match specialist, Alecia, for
support and advice on how to navigate his
new match. Al showed from the beginning
that he was interested in learning how to respond and be fully present with his Little
Brother. Al was not shy about asking questions and doing research of his own to find
answers on best practices when mentoring. During the pandemic-related school closures,
Al even took an interest in anime at the leading of Kavion in order to incorporate it into
their proctored Zoom-call conversations. Al has shown that he was willing to adapt and
meet Kavion on his level to relate to his Little Brother, and it's those little things that make
a BIG difference.

Not only is Al winning in his mentorship, he
is knocking it out of the park with his overall
assistance and recruitment efforts. From
saying "yes" to a promotional photoshoot in
the height of the pandemic, to insisting to
help break down our Back-to-School Bash
event, to organizing a Lunch & Learn just
last week for male volunteers after he heard
about our need for male Bigs, Al is always
there to lend a helping hand and to spread
our mission. There are countless times
where he has shared with Alecia how he was
somewhere speaking to a friend or a random stranger about his experience in the
program and how it has changed his life. And as you may know, word-of-mouth
advertisement is an invaluable asset to a non-profit agency. Recently, Al was asked to sit
on a committee for the BBBS 250 Club. And of course, he said "yes."

Al's impact is far-reaching. Kavion, now in middle school,
recently initiated a conversation with Al about his future goals
of wanting to be a gamer and an engineer. Al has been
adamant about getting Kavion to come up with his own goals
and holding him accountable for manifesting them, and Kavion
is learning to step up to the plate just like his Big Brother.
That's a huge accomplishment for a teenager! And from that
Lunch & Learn just last week, one of Al’s coworkers has
already submitted an inquiry to begin his journey in our
School-based program, and we are excited to have him. But
none of this would be possible if it weren’t for our
workplace partners like Hargrove and for the willingness
of our volunteers like Al and many, many of his
teammates over the past decade who refuse to allow
hardships, the pandemic, work demands, or just life in
general be a reason not to volunteer, to get uncomfortable, to grow and embrace
the wildly rewarding role of defending the potential of the next generation.
So, to Hargrove, Al, and all of our volunteers, THANK YOU for all that you do to
generously give back to our community and know that you are truly making a BIG impact!

To learn more about our elite Corporate Big Program that Hargrove has been a proud
member of since 2010, please visit www.bbbssa.org.
DO YOU THINK YOUR COMPANY WOULD BE A GOOD FIT? The Corporate Big
Program is a flexible School-based mentoring opportunity that measurably impacts the
lives of the children we serve but also your company culture and the lives of our mentors,
your employees. We pair each company with their own school in close proximity and the
company allows those who want to participate and who qualify to leave work one hour a
week for the duration of the school year to meet with their mentee at school, during school
hours. Research shows employees-even those that don’t volunteer-feel greater pride and
loyalty toward an employer that supports a respected cause like Big Brothers Big Sisters
and encourages employees to get involved. If you think this flexible volunteer opportunity
that has a measurable impact would be a great fit for your company, visit our website to
see a list of our current outstanding Corporate Big partners and call or email Aimee at
251-454-2233 or aimee@bbbssa.org for more information.

AWARD WINNING
Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Alabama is proud to announce we are a Quality Award
Winner for 2021 based on our number of mentorship relationships served, high
percentage of mentor relationships retained longer than 12 months, and organizational
financial health.
Every year, BBBS agencies are recognized by the BBBSA Nationwide Leadership
Council, for excellence in the organization’s signature 1-to-1 youth mentoring program. We
are grateful to be a Quality Award Winner.

CONGRATULATIONS, KENDRA!
Teen Miss Juneteenth
Kendra is one of our amazing Little Sisters
and as proud sponsors of the event, we’re
thrilled she was chosen as Miss Juneteenth
2022! She’s already hard at work in our
community, and we’re so excited that she
selected Big Brothers Big Sisters of South
Alabama as her charity of choice. This
incredible event is hosted by our Big Sister
Suntrease and her family’s foundation, The
Maynard 4 Foundation.

PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS
The Pathways to Success Program
sponsored by The Joseph Treadwell
Charitable Foundation is for ALL
School and Community-based Littles in
9th-12th grade, their Bigs, and
Parent/Guardians! The program is
designed to help our Littles navigate
the steps they need to take to get
through high school and be college,
career, and life ready. This program is
part of our Big Futures initiative to
ignite and empower our high school youth on an individualized path to
success. To learn more, message Kelly at kelly@bbbssa.org.
IMPORTANT DATES:
Tuesday, August 30 - Pathway to Success “Kick-Off”
(9th–12th Grade Littles, Parents/Guardians, Bigs) 6:30 pm on Zoom
Tuesday, September 20 - College Readiness Seminar
(9th–12th Grade Littles, Parents/Guardians, Bigs) hosted by Dr.Wycondia
West, @ 6:00 pm. on Zoom
Monday, October 10 - College Tour to USA, Bishop State, & Coastal Alabama
Community College, 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM
(9th–12th Grade Littles, Parents/Guardians, Bigs)
November 2022 - Financial Aid 101
December 2022 - Completing the FASFA
Saturday, January 21 - ACT Prep Bootcamp
(9th–12th Grade Littles) hosted by Dr.Wycondia West, 9:00am-1:00pm at the
BBBS Office
March 2023 - Trade & Technical Careers and/or Military panel
April 2023 - Job Readiness Training
May 2023 - End of the Year Celebration

2022 SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE!
COMING SOON: information for our
exclusive 250 Club event that will
be held in September and our
annual BIG Event in
November. Visit our website, or
contact Aimee at aimee@bbbssa.or
g
or 251.454.2233.

Summer Communication As a reminder, depending on the current grade
of your Little, the following is the approved communication method for our
School-based matches. The importance behind following our communication
policies is child safety and your safety. When you go outside the parameters,
you put yourself and your Little at risk. All participants signed off on our
processes from the beginning of the match, so we must adhere to them.
K-4th grade: only letter writing
5th -7th grade: letter writing and The App (requires parent approval)
8th -11th grade: letter writing, The App (requires parent approval), calls and
texts (parent & Big must sign our waiver)
Back To School Bash All School-based matches are invited to attend.
Littles can attend the event with their Parent/guardian and Bigs can see them
there. We will be handing out school supplies, have fun and games, arts-ncrafts, and snacks will be provided! Parents click the link to register your
School-based Little to attend:https://forms.gle/wjd9fabhdhaybEmM9 (see
ad below) and look for a separate email next week with date and location
details.
First Day of School: Baldwin County schools first day back is August 10th.
Mobile County Schools first day back is August 4th. Fonde Elementary in
MCPSS will start back July 25th. Monroe County schools first day back is
August 5th.
Reconnecting with your Little once school starts: Bigs, we are diligently
working to identify where your Little will be attending school next year. We are
also in the process of setting reconnection dates at our schools that have 3 or
more Littles in attendance. Once we have a date and time confirmed with the
schools, we will share that information with you. Reconnections are very
important. We acclimate you to the school if it is new, we provide times for you
to visit, we set goals for the new school year, and you get to catch up with your
little. A great time to celebrate and snap a reconnection picture. Our goal is to
get you reconnected with your Little by August 26th.

July 23, 2022
Back To School Bash
10:00am-12:00pm (see below)
September 24, 2022
USA Football vs. LaTech
Time TBD
Hancock Whitney Stadium
RSVP to beth@bbbssa.org

October 14, 2022
LODA Art Walk
Time 6:00pm-7:00pm
Join us at the BBBSSA Office for
refreshments and an opportunity to
meet other matches. Then enjoy
the rest of the evening exploring the
downtown Mobile area with your
Little.
RSVP to beth@bbbssa.org

Back To School Bash
This is a match activity for our
Community-based Matches. We will be
handing out school supplies, playing
games, arts-n-crafts, and snacks will be
provided! Community-based Bigs
please RSVP to kelly@bbbssa.org if
you will be bringing your Little to the
match activity!
School-based participants may also attend and bring their immediate family.
School-based Bigs can meet their Little and family there! Parent/guardians
click the link to register your School-based Little to attend the Back to School
bash: https://forms.gle/wjd9fabhdhaybEmM9. Once a parent/guardian
registers their child, we will let their Big know they plan to attend.

Upcoming Community Events

Mobile Parks & Recreation Department will be continuing to host the Teen Career
Exploration Summer Camp through the month of July. The weekly camps are held at the
Spring Hill Community Center (1151 SpringHill Ave.), Mon.-Fri., 7:30am-3:30pm and are
open to anyone in Mobile between the ages of 13 and 15. Each camp includes interactive
presentations from local professionals and activities to keep teens engaged and having
fun. The $25 fee for each camp covers the cost of breakfast, lunch, and weekly field trips.
You can find more information and a complete schedule of upcoming Teens Summer
Camps by visiting https://mprd.recdesk.com/Community/Program.

The 2022 Saenger Theatre Summer Classic
Movie Series is back! See classic, beloved
films on the big screen thanks to summer
movie series sponsors - Greer's
Markets; Roberts Brothers, Inc., Realtors;
and La Marca Prosecco! Tickets go on sale
Friday, June 3 at 10AM at the Saenger
Theatre and Mobile Civic Center box offices
ONLY! Please bring a donation of nonperishable household goods (soap,
detergent, cleaners, deodorant, etc) to
benefit the Dumas Wesley Community
Center when you attend! Find the full
schedule of films at ASMGlobalMobile.com

Altapointe's team of trained
counselors can help you understand
what you are experiencing, provide
needed support, and identify
community resources that can be of
assistance – all at no cost to you or
a family member. More information
here.

It is our hope that these resources
will help us to disarm racism and
preconceived stereotypes at all
levels. Click here to download our
resource guide. Also, we regularly
share JEDI specific training
opportunities so please be on the
lookout.

During the month of July, our office
hours are Mon.-Thurs. from 9-4pm. Our
team members work remotely on Fridays
and are available for appointments
outside office hours. Please feel free to
reach out to any of our team members
should you need to come to our
office. Please click here to view our staff
contact information.

WELCOME TO THE BBBSSA TEAM!
Barclay Weed
DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
We are so excited to welcome to the BBBSSA team
and introduce you to Barclay Weed, our new
Development Coordinator. Barclay grew up in Mobile,
AL and graduated from McGill-Toolen Catholic High
School. She went on to attend the University of South
Alabama, where she earned a Bachelor’s degree in
Business Entrepreneurship. It was there where she was
introduced to social entrepreneurship and had the
privilege of connecting with Big Brothers Big Sisters.
She knew she wanted to get involved and began an
internship, working alongside Aimee Risser and the staff to help with our King Cake-Off
and Big Walk. She fell in love with the team and the organization’s mission and decided to
turn her internship into a full-time position. As Development Coordinator, she is excited to
make meaningful connections within our community and help curate new partnerships that
will allow us to spread our mission and make more matches!

Markis' Edwards
COMMUNITY-BASED MATCH SPECIALIST
We are also thrilled to welcome and introduce you to
Markis' Edwards. Markis’ is pleased to serve as our
newest Community-Based Match Specialist team
member of Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Alabama.
He has five years of residential facility experience
working at a non-profit with students and adults with
Intellectual Disabilities. He has worked as a schoolbased Community Educator at Penelope House, a nonprofit Domestic Violence shelter in Mobile, AL.
Markis’ is a native of Jackson, MS, and currently resides in Mobile, AL. He graduated with
a Bachelor of Arts in communication studies from The University of Southern Mississippi
and a Master's in Education from Ashford University. Markis’ has served as a mentor for a
high school youth auxiliary group and knows how impactful such a role is for our Bigs and
Littles. He is excited to continue to aid our community as a Community-Based Match
Specialist.

JULY MATCH ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations on anniversaries from one year to five! Thank you to our local
foundations, corporations, and individual donors who make our life-changing, entirely
donor-supported friendships possible.

Big Brian & Little Thomas, 5 years
Big Breylen & Little JaShun, 1 year

Big Brennan & Little Brianna, 1 year

THE OPPORTUNITY BEAN COFFEE

Have you tried our delicious coffee?
You can purchase it at the Royal
Pharmacy in downtown Mobile
or online. Online ordering is great if you
want it shipped to your home or to
send to a friend. If you would like the
option to pick it up from the office, you
can pay online and make
arrangements with Aimee to pick it up
by emailing her at aimee@bbbssa.org. It is offered in 16 oz. ground or whole
bean options for $16. You can read more about how the Opportunity Bean
creates possibilities for both our partner Costa Rican farmer, Geovanni, and his
family, and our agency's mission at www.opportunitybean.org.

WAYS TO SUPPORT BBBS
In addition to supporting our special events, other ways include:
1. Create a Facebook Fundraiser on your personal page in honor of your birthday,
holiday or any other celebration!
2. Add Big Brothers Big Sisters of America to your wedding registry at theknot.com.
3. Sign up for monthly giving online using the link below.

4. Give in honor of someone for all special occasions: birthdays,
anniversaries, graduations, etc.
5. Make a difference with your Amazon purchases at no cost to you! Shop
at smile.amazon.com/ch/61-1683905 to generate donations for Big Brothers Big Sisters of
South Alabama. With every eligible purchase, Amazon Smile donates 0.5% to Big
Brothers Big Sisters of South Alabama-- same products, same prices, no cost to you.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
Remember, if you and your Little do something great, share it with us on Facebook,
Twitter or Instagram! We love seeing all the fun you are having together.

Our mission is to create and support one-to-one mentoring relationships that ignite the
power and promise of youth.

We are still receiving mail at the address below:
Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Alabama
3 S Royal St, Suite 300
Mobile, AL 36602

